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APPENDIX. 



THE ACQUISITION" AXD DISPOSITION' OF THE PUBLIC 

LAXD8. 

[See page 109.] 

The first throe columns of Table I., on the next page, are based upon 
the statement of the areas of parcels of the territory of the United 
States in the Census Atlas of 1874, corrected by careful comparison 
with the revised areas which appear in the Compendium of the Tenth 
Census, 141-5, and in Donaldson's Public Domain, 1190. The totals of 
the first and second columns agree with the census estimates. For the 
third column, the data for subtractions on account of reservations and 
private claims have been obtained from Donaldson, 09, 73, 82-85, 233, 
307-382, 405-409. The fourth column is found by subtracting for each 
year the total disposition (shown in acres in Table II. ) from the total 
area acquired (shown in Table I., column 3). 

As I have found no official statement of the disposition of the public 
lands year by year, Table II. has been compiled from information in the 
lleports of the Land Office and in Donaldson's Public Domain. The 
column of sales is derived solely from the reports in American State 
Papers, Public Lands, i., 82, ii., 442, iii., 420, 459 (1787-1819); State 
Papers, 1820-21, vol. i., Doc. 8, p. 10 ; Senate Documents, 1823-24, 
vol. iii., Doc. 59, p. 9, and 1833-34, vol. i., Doe. 9, pp. 00-03, 82 (1820- 
1833) ; House Executive Documents for the years 1834-1845, 1847-49, 
1851-58, 1802-1883; Senate Executive Documents for the years 1846, 
1S50, 1859-1801 (1833-1883). The total (102,584,116) is about 14,000,000 
less than the total found by adding the items of sales in Donaldson's 
Public Domain, 519. There is a discrepancy, therefore, between the 
yearly olficial reports and the semi-official statement of 1883. 

The table tallies with the last total I have found stated by the Land 
Office in 1883. The three columns of grants, to individuals, to States, 
and for internal improvements, are based upon the principle that, so 
soon as Congress passed an act under which a claim upon the govern- 
ment accrued, the land was disposed of. In many cases, particularly 
those of the swamp lands, railroad grants, homestead and tree claims, 
there will be extensive reversions. The second column, of grants to in- 
dividuals, is compiled from statements in Donaldson, with the addition 
of a few gifts shown by the Statutes at Large. The total is eight mill- 
ions more than Donaldson's, but I have included a number of grants 
which are not footed into his results. The third column is also derived 
from Donaldson, and agrees with his total within two millions. The 
fourth column overruns his total by a hundred millions. I have in- 
cluded all railroad grants, though patents have not been issued. 

Albekt Bushnell Hart. 
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TABLE I. 



SHOWING APPROXIMATELY THE 
ACQUISITION OF THE PUBLIC LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

1783-1883. 
[Areas in Square Miles.'] 



Areas acquired 


Total area un- 




Total area of 








Areas of land 








by the United 


jurisdiction 


acquired hv 


ownership of 






Stiites. 


of the I'.S. 


the U.S. 


the U.S. 


1783 




819,815 










175,210 


168,250 


168.250 


1784 






229,526 


54,310 


222,566 


1785 






262,824 


33,142 


255,708 


1786 






£07,789 


4,965 


259,015 


1787 






267,473 




258,292 
358,393 


1788 
1789 




819,815 


307,473 


30O,073 


Totals. 




309,423 




258,292 


1790 






207,473 




254,921 


1796 






301,573 


34,022 


288,927 
387,303 


1798 
1800 
1801 




819,815 


301,573 


394,095 


Totals. 




301,669 




287,858 






361.716 


45,532 


333,108 


1802 




877,268 


1,198,224 


863,268 


1,194,827 


1803 




225,948 


1,198,224 


225,948 


1,419,249 


1805 




9,790 


1,162,596 


9,290 


1,416,080 


1812 






1,126,686 




1,409,352 


1816 






1,080,346 




1,40-1,973 


1817 






1,024,346 




1,399,438 


1818 




54,240 


1,027,040 
1,037,040 


52,276 


1,442,603 

1,438,385 

1,437,476 


1819 

1820 
1821 




1,980,001 


1,491,009 


Totals. 




961,479 








905,206 




1,338,094 


1836 






847,851 




1,330,436 


1837 
1840 

1845 




1,980,001 


847,851 
793,632 


1,491,009 


1,313,790 


Totals. 


262,290 




1,284,356 




58,880 


1,028,949 


58,630 


1,337,807 


1846 




014,439 


1,572,938 


579,919 


1,890.013 


1848 






1,426,985 




1,750,869 


1850 




47,330 


1,474,315 


47,330 


1,754,014 


1853 






1,395,110 




1,601,906 


1858 






1,300,557 




1,590,369 


1859 
1860 
1861 




3,970,00© 


1,300,557 


3,170,988 


1,578,833 


Totals. 




1,218,939 




1,556,654 






1,109,234 




1,403,063 


1864 




531,409 


1,564,606 


531,400 


1,862,992 


1867 






1,461,247 




1,749,271 


1876 
1880 
1883 




3,501, 509 


1,401,347 
1,401,347 


3,70,8,388 


1,705,938 


Totals. 


3,5(11 ,509 


3,708,388 


1,045,015 


Totals. 
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TABLE II. 

SHOWING APPROXIMATELY THE 
DISPOSITION" OF THE PUBLIC LANDS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

1783-1883. 
[Areas in Acres.] 





Giants to indi- 


Grants to States Grants for in- 






Sales. 


viduals (other 


(other than for 


t e r n a 1 i m- 


Total 






than for inter- 


internal im- 


provements (to 


disposition. 






nal improve- 


provements). 


States and cor- 






ments). 




porations). 






1,037.259 


23,040 






1,060,299 


1787 


450,727 


12,000 
35,040 






462,727 


1788 


1,487,986 






1 ,523,026 


Total to 1790. 




100 






100 


1792 




24,000 






24,000 


1795 


48,566 


2,095,220 






2,143,786 


1796 


38,365 


300 






38,665 


1800 


1,574,91 7 


2,154,060 






3,729,577 


Total to 1801. 


360,281 


101,700 






461,981 


1801 


340,010 




24,216 




364,226 


1802 


181,068 


36,800 


773,608 




991,476 


1803 


373,612 








373.612 


1804 


619,266 








619,266 


1805 


473,212 








473,212 


1806 


359,012 


13,120 






372,132 


1807 


213,472 








213,472 


1808 


231,045 








231,045 


1809 


235,878 








235,878 


1810 


288,930 








288,930 


1811 


436,932 


4,853,600 


832,164 




6,122.696 


1812 


1(5,062 








145,062 


1813 


828,411 








828,411 


1814 


1,075,183 








1,075,183 


1815 


1,473,67a 


77,232 


726,437 




2,277,348 


1816 


1,929,142 




873,664 




2,802.806 


1817 


2,388,864 




1,153,175 




3,542,039 


1818 


5,110,628 


23,040 


1,017,974 




6,151,642 


1819 


784,608 




1,291,299 




2,075,907 


1820 (1st half). 
Total to 
1820-21. 


19,423,212 


7,260,152 


0,692,537 




33,375,901 

303,404 


303,404 








1820 (2d half). 


781,213 








781.213 


1821 


801,226 








801,226 


1822 


653,320 








653,320 


1823 


|— 2,46<W7| 








f— 2,469,517] 


1821-1823 


749.323 


23,000 






772,323 


1824 


893,402 








893,402 


1825 


848,082 


22,508 






870,590 


1826 


926,728 






791,696 


1,718,424 


1827 


965,600 






833,826 


1.799,426 


1828 


1,244,860 








1,244,860 


1829 


1,929,734 


1,422,093 




29,552 


3,381,379 


1830 


2,777,857 








2,777,857 


1831 


2,462,342 


301,280 






2,763,622 


1832 


3,856,278 


200,000 






4,056.278 


1833 


4,658,219 


36,000 






4,694,219 


1834 


15,934,430 


500,000 






16,434,430 


1835 


20,074,871 




2,138,117 




22,212,988 


1836 



254 



QUARTERLY JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS 



TABLE II. (continued). 





Grants to indi- 


Grants to States; Grants for in- 






Sales. 


viduals (other 


(other than for 


t e r n a 1 i m- 


Total 




tlian for inter- 


internal im- 


provements (to 


disposition. 






nal improve- 


provements). 


States and cor- 






ments). 




porations). 






5,601,103 








5,601,103 


1837 


3,414,907 






125,431 


3,540,338 


1838 


4,970,383 








4,976,383 


1839 


2,236,800 








2,236,890 


1840 


93,043,927 


9,765,033 


8,830,654 


1,780,505 


113,420,119 


Total to 1841. 


1,104,796 




7,906,554 


259,368 


9,330,718 


1841 


1,129,218 


210,720 




24,219 


1,364,157 


1842 


1,605,264 


640 






1,605,904 


1843 


1,754,763 


144,131 






1,898,894 


1844 


1,843,527 




1,997,967 


796,630 


4,638,124 


1845 


2,203,731 




1,050,709 




3,314,440 


1846 


2,521,300 


13,210,360 






15,731,666 


1847 


1,887,553 






113,348 


2,000,901 


1848 


1,329,903 


1,280 


13,831,443 




15,162,626 


1849 


1,405,839 


15,733,285 


59,998,217 


3,751,711 


80,889.052 


1850 


1,816,847 








1,846,847 


1851 


1,553,071 


1,735,976 




2,514,711 


5,803,758 


1852 


1,083,495 


290,534 


9,254,079 


2,682,171 


13,310,279 


1853 


7,035,735 


373.929 


92,100 




7,501,824 


1854 


15,729,525 


33,993,790 


550,893 




50,274,208 


1855 


9,227,879 






14,559,729 


23,787,608 


1856 


4,142.744 




3,098,710 


5,118,450 


12,359,904 


1857 


3,804,908 


6,667 






3,811,575 


1858 


3,961,581 




3,421,866 




7,383,447 


1859 


3,461,204 




3,929,279 




7,390,483 


1860 


161,796,816 


75,466,345 


113,962,531 


31,600,842 


383,826,534 


Total to 1861. 


1.465,604 




13,361,902 




14,827,506 


1861 


144,850 




9,600,000 


23,504,001 


33,248,851 


1862 


91,354 


1.075,775 


3,068.231 


4,439,143 


8,674,503 


1863 


432,734 


1,247,170 


6,844.551 


47,209,927 


55,734,382 


1864 


557,212 


1,141,443 


4,031,328 


1,328,000 


6,057,983 


1865 


388,294 


1,890,847 




34,686,075 


36,965,000 


1866 


756,620 


1,834,512 




126,910 


2,718,042 


1867 


914,941 


2.332,151 


3,480,281 




6,727,373 


1868 


2,899,544 


2,698,481 




104,080 


5,702,105 


1869 


2,159,515 


3,754,203 




1,000,000 


6,913,718 


1870 


1,389,982 


4,657,355 


76,735 


18,903,218 


25,027,290 


1871 


1,370,320 


4,595,435 




327,903 


6,293,658 


1872 


1,626,266 


3,810,536 






5,436,802 


1873 


1,041,345 


4,340,795 






5,382,140 


1874 


745,061 


2,843,476 


3,761,635 




7,350,172 


1875 


640,091 


3,467,730 






4,108,421 


1876 


754,789 


2,700,808 






3,455,597 


1877 


1,188,108 


6,399,892 






7.588,000 


1878 


622 573 


8,042,886 






8,665,459 


1879 


850,740 


8,224,192 






9,074,932 


1880 


181,837,359 


140,524,033 


158,187,194 


162,230,099 


642,778,684 


Total to 1881. 


1,587,617 


6,791,899 


230,400 




8,609,916 


1881 


3,611,530 


8,894,731 






12,506,261 


1882 


5,547,610 


11,272,844 
167,483,506 






16,820,454 


1883 


192,384,116 


158,417,594 


162,230,099 


680,715,315 


Total to 1884. 



